Dear 11th graders,

This summer, like every summer, you will be required to read a novel and complete a project on
that novel (this will be fun!). You are allowed to choose your novel, but it does need to be written
by an American author since this year we will be studying American literature. Your book
requirements are as follows:

~ School appropriate

~ At least 130 pages long

~ One you have not read previously
~ Suitable to your reading level

~ Of interest to you!

~ Approved by parent or guardian

Please submit your reading contract to me by May 15th (dead day). This will have your novel
title, author name, and your signature. Six points will be deducted from the project grade if you

do not submit your book contract by this time!

Upon completion of the book, you will create a project (see attached). This project will be due on
Friday, August 14th, 2026.
If you need some suggestions for what to read, here are some fun options:

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Tress of the Emerald Sea by Brandon Sanderson

Dune by Frank Herbert

Skyward Series by Brandon Sanderson

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green

A Walk to Remember by Nicholas Sparks

Remember, the point is to enjoy reading the book you pick!!!

If you have questions over the summer, please contact Mrs. Riney criney@ctkschoolslbk.org



mailto:criney@ctkschoolslbk.org

11th Grade Summer Reading Project

1. As you're reading your book, copy down 10 quotes that show you insight into one of the
characters' thoughts and feelings (this does not have to be the main character, but it does have
to be a character that will give you a lot of material to work with). These quotes can be direct
quotes said by the character, or quotes said by the narrator. You will need 10 quotes minimum,
so take note of at least 15 so you can narrow it down to your favorite 10 when you’re done

reading.

2. You will then create either a new cover for the book or a literary playlist for the character.

Cover Requirements:
1. You need at least 7 things on the cover (the 5 things you choose does not include the title
and author’s name, though they also need to be on the cover).
2. Write 4-7 sentences for each element of the cover and why you think they work well
together, how they connect to the meaning and themes of the novel, and why they create
a cover that is attractive and inviting for potential readers.
3. DO NOT USE Al to create your cover. There are a number of websites you can use to

help you with this (Canva would be a great one!) or you can draw/paint your cover by
hand!

Literary Playlist requirements:

1. Demonstrate your understanding of a character’s personality, motivations, and
emotional journey by creating a curated playlist of songs that represent their life or a specific arc
in the story.

2. Choose one major character from the book and create a playlist of 7 songs that you
feel represent this character.

3. For each song, you will provide a brief (4-7 sentences) explanation connecting the
lyrics or mood to the character’s traits, conflicts, or development. The songs should fit the

character’s internal world, not just the plot. Think about their secret fears, their hopes, or their

n n

vibe.



Finally, regardless of if you pick the Cover or Playlist, you need to create a document that has the
10 quotes you chose from the book with a 2-3 sentence analysis of what the quote tells us about
the character, how they’re developing, and how they relate to other characters.

You will present your project to the class Friday August 15.

Happy reading!



Project Choice:

] Book Cover

Rubric

U] Literary Playlist

PART I: Quote Analysis (Written Component)
10 quotes with 2—3 sentence analysis per quote

Criteria

Exemplary (20 pts)

Quotes are insightful

Quote
Selection
(10
quotes)

and reveal deep
character traits,
motivations, internal
conflicts, and

emotional complexity.

Analysis is specific and

explains what each

Analysis
(2-3
sentences
per quote)

quote reveals about
character
development,
emotional growth, and

relationships with
others.

Mechanics
(Grammar
& Spelling)

Score:

Writing is clear and
free of errors.

120

PART II: Creative Component

Choose ONE option: Book Cover Design OR Literary Playlist

Option A: Book Cover Design

Criteria

Visual

Requirements
(7+ elements
+ title/author)

Exemplary (35 pts)

Includes 7+ distinct,
highly symbolic

elements that connect
to major themes. Title

and author are

Proficient (17 pts)

Quotes are
relevant and show
the character's
thoughts, feelings,
or perspective.

Analysis explains
the quote's
meaning and
connects it to the
character's
growth.

Few errors that do
not impede
understanding.

Proficient (30 pts)

Includes 7
elements that

relate to the story.

Title and author
present.

Developing (14 pts)

Quotes are basic,

mostly plot-focused,

or lack depth.

Analysis is vague,

repetitive, or mostly

restates the quote
without
interpretation.

Several errors that
distract the reader.

Developing (25
pts)

Includes fewer
than 7 elements;
elements are
generic or loosely

Insufficient (O pts)

Quotes are
missing,
irrelevant, or too
few in number.

Analysis is
missing or
significantly
off-topic.

Errors make the
writing difficult to
understand.

Insufficient (O
pts)

Project
incomplete or
missing;
requirements not
met.



prominently displayed.
Design is cohesive.

Explanations are
insightful, clearly

Rationale & .
. connecting each
Analysis
(4-7 element to themes,
symbolism, meaning,
sentences per
and
element) . .
visual/commercial
appeal for readers.
Design is original,
visually striking, and
Creativity & shows significant
Effort personal effort
(hand-drawn, digital
art, or carefully
designed).
Clearly original
student work; no
No Al Usage | evidence of
Al-generated text or
images.
Part Il Score (Cover): 135

Option B: Literary Playlist

Criteria

Song
Selection
(7 songs)

Exemplary (35 pts)

Songs are perfectly
curated to reflect the
character's internal
world, emotional arc,
personality, and
psychological depth.
Variety in genre/tempo
enhances
characterization.

Explanations
connect elements
to themes and
story but may
lack depth on
visual appeal or
design cohesion.

Design is neat,
organized, and
shows clear
effort. Design is
free of clutter.

Clearly original
student work.

Proficient (30 pts)

Songs fit the
character and
relate to their
journey through
the story. Song
variety shows
thoughtful
selection.

connected. Title or
author missing.

Explanations are
brief, generic, or
do not clearly
connect to novel
themes.

Design appears
rushed; relies on
stock templates or
images without
modification.

Suspected use of
Al tools or
unattributed stock
images.

Developing (25
pts)

Songs are loosely
connected; mostly
plot-focused
rather than
character-focused.

Explanations
missing or
significantly
off-topic.

Design shows
minimal effort or
appears
unfinished.

Obvious use of
Al generation;
not
student-created.

Insufficient (O pts)

Songs are
missing or
inappropriate for
the character.



Analysis sophisticated,
(4-7 connecting specific
sentences lyrics/mood to character
per song) traits, internal conflicts,
growth, and motivation.
Demonstrates deep
understanding of the
Character character's psychology,
. fears, hopes, and
Insight . .
emotional journey.
Reveals nuanced
interpretation.
Playlist is
Formatting weII-organlzeld with
& song title, artist, and
Oraanizati clear explanations.
9 Easy to follow and
on : .
professional in
appearance.
Part Il Score (Playlist): /35

Explanations are

Part lll: Presentation

Presented to class on Friday, August 15

Criteria

Preparation

Content
Explanatio
n

Exemplary (10 pts)

Student is well-prepared,
speaks clearly and
confidently, and actively
engages the audience.
Good eye contact and
posture.

Articulately explains
creative choices, quote
selections, and how they
connect to themes and
characterization. Answers
questions thoughtfully.

Part IV Score: /110

Explanations
connect lyrics or
mood to the
character's
personality and
journey.

Demonstrates
solid
understanding of
the character and
their major
motivations.

Playlist is
organized and
readable with title
and artist
information.

Proficient (8 pts)

Student is
prepared, speaks
clearly, and
presents without
excessive notes.

Explains choices
and analysis
clearly and
adequately.

Explanations are
brief, generic, or
lack specific lyrical
references.

Understanding is
basic or
surface-level;
minimal insight
into character
psychology.

Playlist is
somewhat
disorganized or
difficult to follow.

Developing (6
pts)

Student reads
directly from
notes; voice is
hesitant or
difficult to hear.

Explanation is
vague, rushed,
or lacks detail.

Explanations
missing or do not
address the
character.

Shows little
understanding of
the character's
inner world.

Playlist is missing
or poorly
formatted.

Insufficient (0 pts)

Student is
unprepared,
refuses to present,
or presentation is
incoherent.

Presentation of
content is missing
or meaningless.



Grade: /100



