
Incoming 12th Grade

Senior Summer 
Reading Assignment

Important Due Dates

You will complete a summer reading assignment for English IV focused on journalism.  Select a book written by or 
about a journalist before the end of this school year. Read it over the summer. Submit your work at the start of next 
year.

See 
additional 
requirements 
on the next 
page

Book Selection: 

Project:

May 15th

August 14th

Overview

Purpose
Journalism covers real world stories 
that are often overlooked or 
difficult.  Your book may include 
mature topics such as:

◦ Politics
◦ Violence
◦ Drug use
◦ Injustice
◦ Strong language
◦ Sexual content

Read with an open mind. 
Journalism exists to inform and 
reveal complex issues.

Book Approval & 
Selection

All books must be approved. Be- 
cause some titles include mature 
content, parental consent is re- 
quired and must be submitted via 
email with your request. You can ...

◦ include parent or guardian 
approval directly in the email

◦ Or ... attach a photo of the 
signed form

◦ Or ... submit a signed digital 
PDF

See list of suggested books. All 
requests are due by May 15.

Deadlines

• May 15: Submit 3 book choices 
via email. First approved 
available book will be assigned

• May 17: I will send confirmation 
of your approval via email by or 
before this date. 

• August 14: Final project due at 
the beginning of next school 
year.

Senior Requirement:
This assignment is required for all 
incoming seniors, whether or not 
you are in Journalism.  It will be 
submitted in:

◦ Senior Seminar

◦ Journalism

It counts as a first quarter grade in 
both classes.  

Dual Credit students will receive 
the grade for Senior Seminar only.

Journalism Students 
only

This assignment will also be used to 
evaluate:

◦ Writing ability

◦ Interest and engagement

◦ Creativity

◦ Design skills

It will help determine Weekly Roar 
staff positions for next year. You 
may also use this review later as an 
“Article Assignment Pass.”



Student: ________________________________

Date:   ________________________________

As part of the English IV summer reading 
assignment, students must choose a book written 
by or about a journalist. These texts may include 
mature topics such as politics, violence, drugs, or 
injustice. All selections require instructor 
approval before the end of the school year, as 
well as parent or guardian permission. By 
signing below, you approve your student’s 
participation and selected book.

Student Book Choices (Top 3 Selections) 

1.

2. 

3. 

I understand the nature of this assignment and 
give permission for my student to read a selected 
book that may include mature themes related to 
real world issues that journalists often cover in 
their reporting.

Parent/Guardian Name: 

_______________________________________

Signature: 

_______________________________________

Date: ___________________

Summer Re�ding Book 
Approv�l and Permission

P�rent or Gu�rdian Approv�l

Writing Assignment

Requirements:
◦ 300 words
◦ Clear, concise writing
◦ No filler words
◦ AP Style required 

(not APA)
◦ Publication-ready quality

Style: 
Look through professional book review examples from newspapers or 
magazines:

◦ Summarize the book
◦ Evaluate the author’s approach
◦ Keep writing focused and engaging

Lead:  
Start with a lead (opening 
sentence or paragraph that grabs 
attention and introduces the 
book).

AI Used:  
AI may be used only as a tool.
It cannot replace your thinking, 
writing, or analysis. If used, you 
must clearly disclose it.

Faith Connection:
Find religious or moral themes in your book and reflect on them in 
your review.
Consider:
Redemption | Justice | Forgiveness | Moral responsibility | Ethical conflict
Connect ideas to Catholic teaching when relevant. This should be 
woven into your writing, not added separately.

Image Requirement:
Include one image that supports the tone or theme of your book and 
add it to your review.
Must include:

◦ Caption
◦ Source credit

Format Requirements:  
Format Requirements

◦ Three justified columns
◦ 1.15 spacing
◦ Barlow or Times font
◦ Paragraphs: 1–2 sentences 

each



 This list includes recommended summer reading options for incoming senior English IV (Journalism) students. 
These books introduce students to journalism through nonfiction storytelling, investigative reporting, memoir, and 
narrative writing grounded in real world issues. Because journalism addresses complex and sometimes sensitive topics 
such as violence, crime, injustice, political conflict, and social issues, some selections include mature content. Some of 
these books contain mature themes and are recommended for older or more mature students with parental guidance. 
Students should choose a book that challenges them as readers and future writers. All selections must be approved before 
the end of the school year, and parent or guardian permission is required due to the nature of some content.  This list is 
designed to support thoughtful reading choices and strengthen students’ understanding of journalism as both a craft and 
a responsibility.

1. Behind the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo 
(poverty, violence, language) A vivid look at life in 
a Mumbai slum, told through immersive reporting 
and powerful storytelling.

2. Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann 
(violence, murder, injustice) Investigates a series of 
murders tied to wealth, power, and injustice in the 
Osage Nation.

3. All the President’s Men by Bob Woodward and 
Carl Bernstein  (political corruption, language) The 
inside story of how reporters uncovered the 
Watergate scandal.

4. Bad Blood by John Carreyrou (fraud, deception) 
Reveals the rise and fall of a tech startup built on 
deception.

5. Catch and Kill by Ronan Farrow (sexual abuse, 
power abuse, suggestive content) Details 
investigative reporting that exposed abuse and 
media cover ups.

6. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by 
Rebecca Skloot (medical ethics, race, language) 
Blends science, ethics, and storytelling around one 
woman’s lasting impact.

1. The Forever War by Dexter Filkins (war violence, some language). Reports from modern wars in the Middle 
East.

2. Black Hawk Down by Mark Bowden (combat, violence, some language). A detailed account of a U.S. 
military mission gone wrong.

3. On All Fronts by Clarissa Ward (war, violence). A journalist’s experiences covering conflicts around the 
world.

4. We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families by Philip Gourevitc 
(genocide, extreme violence). A powerful account of the Rwandan genocide.

5. The Girls of Kabul by Jenny Nordberg (gender inequality, cultural issues). Explores gender roles and identity 
in Afghanistan.

1. I’ll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle McNamara 
(violent crime, sexual assault, language). A gripping 
investigation into a serial killer case.

2. The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson  
(murder, some suggestive content). Blends history 
and crime during the Chicago World’s Fair.

3. In Cold Blood by Truman Capote (murder, 
violence). A classic true crime story that helped 
define the genre.

4. American Prison by Shane Bauer (violence, 
incarceration, some language). A firsthand look 
inside the private prison system.

5. The Good Nurse by Charles Graeber (murder, 
medical crime). Examines a shocking medical crime 
and its investigation.

6. American Predator by Maureen Callahan (violent 
crime, sexual violence, some language) Explores 
the hunt for a dangerous serial killer.

Investigative Journalism & Reporting True Crime & Criminal Justice 
Reporting

Summer Reading Book Suggestions

War and Conflict Reporting



1. Born a Crime by Trevor Noah (racism, strong 
language, some suggestive content). A memoir 
about growing up during apartheid in South 
Africa.

2. The Best Strangers in the World by Ari Shapiro. 
Stories from a journalist’s experiences around the 
world.

3. Canyon Dreams by Michael Powell. Follows a 
Navajo basketball team and community.

4. The Line Becomes a River by Francisco Cantú 
(immigration, death, some language). Explores 
immigration and border issues.

5. Solito by Javier Zamora (migration, trauma). A 
powerful story of a child’s migration journey.

6. Eat the Buddha by Barbara Demick (political 
oppression). Looks at life in Tibet under political 
pressure.

1. A Reporter’s Life by Walter Cronkite �  (media 
industry, historical events). Memoir of one of the 
most trusted broadcast journalists in American 
history.

2. Bad News by Anna Wiener (tech industry culture, 
language, adult themes). A look inside modern 
digital media and tech journalism culture.

3. Just the Funny Parts by Nell Scovell (sexism, 
industry language). Behind the scenes of writing in 
television and entertainment media.

4. Print Is Dead by Jeff Jarvis (media disruption, 
technology). Explores how digital media 
transformed journalism careers and newsrooms.

5. Page One: Inside the New York Times and the 
Future of Journalism by David Carr (media 
industry issues, substance abuse history, some 
language). A candid look inside newsroom culture 
at one of the most influential newspapers in the 
world.

1. Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson (injustice, 
incarceration, some language). A lawyer’s fight 
against injustice in the legal system.

2. The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore (crime, 
poverty, some language). Two lives shaped by 
different choices and circumstances.

3. How the Word Is Passed by Clint Smith (racism, 
historical injustice). Examines how history and 
slavery are remembered.

4. Evicted by Matthew Desmond (poverty, housing 
instability, language). A powerful look at poverty 
and housing in America.

5. Invisible Child by Andrea Elliott (homelessness, 
poverty, some language). Follows a young girl 
navigating homelessness.

6. We Say #NeverAgain by student journalists 
(school violence, trauma). Student reporting after a 
national tragedy.

Social Justice and Civil Rights

1. Ghosting the News by Margaret Sullivan. Explores 
the decline of local journalism and why it matters.

2. Merchants of Truth by Jill Abramson (media 
industry issues, some language).  Looks at how 
major news organizations are changing.

3. The Anxious Generation by Jonathan Haidt 
(mental health, technology). Examines how 
technology impacts teens and mental health.

4. The Chaos Machine by Max Fisher 
(misinformation, political conflict, some language). 
Investigates the global impact of social media.

5. LikeWar by Singer and Brooking (propaganda, 
digital conflict) Explores how social media 
influences conflict and politics.

6. You’re Not Listening by Kate Murphy. Focuses on 
communication and listening skills.

Media, Digital Journalism and 
Technology Reporting

Summer Reading Book Suggestions Page 2

Cultural and Historical Journalism Biographies, Memoirs and More



1. The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by 
James Martin. A practical and accessible guide to 
living out faith in everyday life with a focus on 
reflection, purpose, and balance.

2. Braving the Wilderness by Brené Brown 
(identity, emotional themes). Explores belonging, 
courage, and authenticity in a way that connects 
strongly with teen identity and community.

3. Redeemed by Heather King (addiction, recovery, 
alcoholism). A personal story of struggle, 
recovery, and rediscovering faith through real life 
hardship.

4. The Long Loneliness by Dorothy Day (poverty, 
social struggle) A memoir of faith and social 
justice grounded in journalism, activism, and lived 
experience.

5. The Seven Storey Mountain by Thomas Merton 
(spiritual struggle, isolation). A classic conversion 
story about searching for meaning, identity, and 
purpose.

1. It’s What I Do by Lynsey Addario (war, violence, 
some language). A memoir from a war 
photojournalist covering global conflicts and the 
realities of the profession.

2. Get the Picture by John G. Morris (war, historical 
events) A behind the scenes look at iconic images 
and the editorial decisions behind them.

3. Regarding the Pain of Others by Susan Sontag 
(war, violence, mature themes). Explores how 
images of suffering shape public perception and 
ethical responsibility.

4. Bending the Frame by Fred Ritchin (media ethics, 
global conflict). Examines how photojournalism is 
evolving in the digital age.

1. Like a Rolling Stone: A Memoir by Jann Wenner 
(drug use, strong language, sexual content). The 
founder of Rolling Stone shares how the magazine 
shaped music, politics, and celebrity culture.

2. Love Is a Mix Tape by Rob Sheffield (strong 
language, relationships, grief). A Rolling Stone 
journalist blends personal storytelling with music 
and cultural commentary.

3. Totally Wired by Paul Gorman (strong language, 
cultural topics). Explores the rise and influence of 
music magazines and the evolution of music 
journalism.

4. On the Record by Mike Hilleary. Interviews with 
journalists about careers, reporting, and writing in 
the music industry.

5. The Best of Rolling Stone Journalism edited by 
Robert Love (strong language, adult themes).A 
collection of real magazine articles that model 
professional music journalism writing.

Entertainment and 
Music Journalism

1. We Are Displaced by Malala Yousafzai (war, 
displacement). Stories of young refugees told 
through a journalistic lens.

2. We Say #NeverAgain by student journalists 
(school violence, trauma). Real student reporting 
following a national tragedy.

3. Tell Me Who You Are by Winona Guo and Priya 
Vulchi (race, identity, some language). Student led 
interviews exploring identity and lived experiences.

4. The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater (violence, identity, 
justice) A true story about two teens and a life 
changing event.

5. We the Students by Elizabeth Rusch (law, student 
rights). Follows teens fighting for free speech 
rights.

Student Journalism 
and Youth Reporting
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Catholic Faith and Journalism
 Connections

Photojournalism

Sports Journalism
1. Friday Night Lights by H. G. Bissinger  (Includes 

language, some mature themes). A deep look at high 
school football in Texas…focuses on pressure, 
community, and identity.

2. When Pride Still Mattered by David Maraniss 
(Some mature themes and language). Biography of 
Vince Lombardi focuses on leadership & legacy.
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The Bombing of Hiroshima

LEFT: Unimaginable 
Sight: A man stares at 
the devastation left 
behind by the 
American bomb on 
the Japan city.   
(S.Troutman / AP)

HIROSHIMA, Japan — On Aug. 6,
1945, an atomic bomb dropped
by the American army decimated
Hiroshima, killing nearly 100,000
people and injuringmanymore.

John Hersey's book,
"Hiroshima," follows six sur-
vivors: two religious leaders
(Rev. Kiyoshi Tanimoto and Fa-
ther Wilhelm Kleinsorge), a wid-
owed seamstress (Hatsuyo
Nakamura), a young clerk
(Toshiko Sasaki), and two
doctors (Masakazu Fujii and
Terufumi Sasaki).

Hersey's interviews pro-
vide insight into the survivors'
experiences.

Tanimoto rescues people,

embodying Christian selfless
service.

Kleinsorge consoles vic-
tims, demonstrating Catholic
care for the vulnerable.

Toshiko Sasaki endures
an untreated fractured leg.

Fujii survives through
resilience, while Terufumi Sasa-
ki, the only uninjured doctor,
facesmoral dilemmas.

In the aftermath, many
develop radiation sickness.

Some, like Kleinsorge and
Fujii, succumb to radiation-
related illnesses, while others
rebuild their lives, often turning
to religion for support.

The bombing's effects
continue to impact Hiroshima's
citizens, serving as a reminder of
nuclear threats while inspiring

dialogue between religions on
peace and disarmament.

I feel like Hersey's book
offers a unique human
perspective on this historic
event, distinguishing it from
typical historical narratives.

This allows the reader to
focus on the people affected and
ignore the politics involved.

I believe history books
should be interpreted this way
more often.

Many times authors focus
on the data, politics, death
count, and government, for-
getting about the civilians who
are trying to live in the place they
call home.

THE WEEKLY ROAR PAGE 1

Staff Writer
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TAJE
Journalism 
Curriculum 
Guide
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AP Style Here is a list of the most common items high school 
students are likely to encounter when addressing 
style issues. 

CAPITALIZATION
Do not capitalize
• names of classes: freshman, 

sophomore, junior, senior
• names of school subjects unless 

it is the o!cial course titles or 
the name of a language. Ex-
ample: math, Algebra I, science, 
Biology II

• the word varsity
• district or state when referring 

to sports unless referring to a 
speci"c meet in its complete 
official title. Example: The 32 
5-A District Meet but not the 
district track meet. 

• a.m. and p.m.
• words that are not proper 

nouns
Do capitalize
• the name of athletic teams: 

Hawks, Cardinals, but not foot-
ball team, varsity soccer team

• college degrees when abbrevi-
ated after a name but not when 
spelled out. Use bachelor’s, 
master’s, doctorate rather than 
saying “She has her B.A.”)

ABBREVIATIONS
Do abbreviate
• names of colleges in your area 

or that have been previously 
mentioned in a story. Abbrevi-
ate names in all caps with no 
periods (UT, SMU, TCU)

• states when preceded by the 
name of a city. (Exceptions: All 
states with five or fewer let-
ters and Alaska and Hawaii). 
Abbreviations are found in the 
AP Stylebook. DO NOT use U.S. 
Postal Service abbreviations)

• United States when it is an 
adjective. Spell it out when it 
is a noun.

• Months when they are followed 
by a date. Months with no 
abbreviated form are March, 
April, May, June, July. 

• versus as vs. (with a period)
Do not abbreviate
• state names that stand alone
• days of the week.
Other rules
• Lower case abbreviations: a.m. 

and p.m., c.o.d. , mph

• Use all caps without periods 
of accepted and well known 
abbreviations: PTA, NHS. 

• Avoid referring to an organiza-
tion by abbreviations when it is 
not commonly known. Instead 
of Students Against School 
Rules (SARS), refer to the group 
as  the anti-rule group or some-
thing else that makes it easy for 
the reader to understand. 

NAMES
• On first mention of a person 

in a story, use his/her first and 
last name and appropriate 
identi"cation (English teacher 
Carolyn Brown, sophomore 
Jody Smith. )

• After first mention, refer to 
students by their last names 
in all stories. Some high school 
publications refer to the adults 
with an appropriate courtesy 
title (Mr., Mrs., Dr.). If your staff 
decides to use last names 
without courtesy titles, be 
consistent.

• Short titles should precede the 
name and be capitalized. If 
long, place behind the name 
and do not capitalize. Principal 
Joe Jones. Mary Smith, director  
of student involvement.

• When identification follows 
the name, it is set off by com-
mas and is not capitalized: Sue 
Smith, junior; Gil Tello, assistant 
principal.

NUMBERS
• With the exceptions noted be-

low, numbers one through nine 
are written out and numbers 
10 and up are numerals. This is 
true even in a sequence: 9 boys, 
11 girls and three teachers.

• Spell out ninth, tenth, etc. when 
referring to grades

• Use figures when referring to 
ages, weights, sizes, dimen-
sions, scores, prices, degrees, 
percents, time ratings and 
hours of the day.

• Use a hyphen in scores. The 
Cardinals edged the Hawks, 
25-22.

• Use the numeral and the word 
cents for any amount less than 
a dollar.

• For even amounts of money 
or times, eliminate the extra 
zeros. $10, 7 p.m.

• Spell out fractions.
• Use noon and midnight rather 

than 12 a.m and 12 p.m.
• When writing out a date span, 

use a hyphen instead of the 
word to: April 11-30.

PUNCTUATION
Apostrophe
• Use an apostrophe to indicate 

possession in singular and 
plural nouns that do not end in 
s. boy’s shorts, Margie’s books, 
Francis’s telephone.

• Use an apostrophe to indicate 
omitted letters or numbers: 
’03-04 school year. 

• Do not use an apostrophe 
behind a year unless you are 
showing possession.  

• The possessive form of personal 
pronouns such as its and yours 
do not need an apostrophe.

Comma
• In a series, don’t use them be-

fore an “and.”
• Use one in a sentence after a 

conjunction IF the part of the 
sentence following the comma 
would be a complete sentence 
(it must have its own subject). 

Exclamation point
• Don’t use exclamation points. 

Use a period instead. 
Period
• Rather than building a com-

plicated sentence, consider a 
period. 

Semicolon
• Use the semicolon to separate 

phrases containing commas, 
statements of contrast and 
statements too closely re-
lated.

• Do not use a semicolon when 
a period would work just as 
well.

INTERNET
• Capitalize Internet and Web 

and World Wide Web.

• Do not capitalize intranet, a 
private network within an or-
ganization.

• dot-com, not dot.com.
• dpi does not take periods.
• e-mail is hyphenated.
• online is NOT hyphenated. 
• chat room is two words.
• home page is two words. 
• login, logon, logoff are all one 

word.
• screen saver is two words.
• search engine is two words. 
• server is not capitalized. 
• shareware is one word. 

MISCELLANEOUS
• Use the word “said” instead of 

commented, related, stated 
etc. The only exception to 
use of the word “said” is if it 
is truly descriptive. The coach 
screamed, the teen whispered, 
etc.

• Place the attribution at the end 
of short quotes or in the middle 
of two or more sentences.

• Place the attribution in subject 
verb order. He said, she said.

• Don’t end with a summary or 
a conclusion or an editorial 
statement.

• Avoid passive voice (and “to 
be” verbs). 

• Spell out percent as one word.
• Avoid partial quotes, but don’t 

be afraid to paraphrase. If you 
can say something clearer and 
better, do it. 

• Use quotes for reactions rather 
than to state facts.

For other uses, please consult 
an AP stylebook. It’s a good idea 
to look up brand names, store 
names and the like to make sure 
you are correct. Be consistent.


